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The LA -19 is leading industry -education partnerships to collaboratively 
strengthen our region’s talent development ecosystem
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Current Landscape

• Motion Picture and Video
• Sound Recording
• Television Broadcasting
• Radio Broadcasting
• Cable and Other Subscription Programming
• Performing Arts Companies
• Spectator Sports
• Promoters of Performing Arts, Sports, etc.
• Agents and Managers for Public Figures
• Independent Artists, Writers, and Performers
• Advertising Agencies
• Media Buying Agencies
• Media Representatives
• Outdoor Display Advertising Services
• Graphic Design Services
• Marketing Research/Public Opinion Polling
• Commercial Photography
• Custom Computer Programming Services
• Wired Telecommunications Carriers
• Data Processing, Hosting, and Related Services
• News Syndicates
• Internet Broadcasting, Publishing, Web Portals
• Newspaper Publishers 
• Periodical Publishers
• Software Publishers

For Entertainment & 
Digital Media, 

industrial 
employment is 

measured using 25 
NAICS codes
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Current Landscape

• Motion Picture and Sound Recording Industries
• Broadcasting (no internet)
• Performing Arts, Spectator Sports, and Related 

Industries
• Advertising, Public Relations, and Related Services*
• Other Professional and Technical Services in Digital 

Media*
• Distribution*
• Publishing (no internet)*

We further 
condensed these 

NAICS codes into 7 
general groupings

*Only industries relevant to Digital Media
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Current Landscape

Entertainment and Digital Media employment has seen a steady upward trend for the last 10 years, never 
dipping below the 2011 mark of near 206,000 employees. 

205,871 208,128 215,492 221,134 231,128
259,199

231,275 232,833 241,337

208,195
232,508

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Entertainment and Digital Media Employment
Los Angeles County, 2011 - 2021

Source: CA EDD
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Current Landscape

Since 2011 Motion Picture and Sound Recording remains the largest industry, holding over 50 percent of 
employees through 2021. The remaining industry groupings have remained stable or experienced small 
growths between 1 and 2 percent. 

Change in Entertainment and Digital Media Employment
Los Angeles County, 2011 - 2021

Motion Picture and 
Sound Recording 

Industries
58%

Broadcasting (no internet)
6%

Performing Arts, Spectator 
Sports, and Related Industries

10%

Advertising, Public Relations, and 
Related Services*

5%

Other Professional and 
Technical Services*

7%

Distribution*
12%

Publishing (no internet)*
2%

Los Angeles County 2011

Source: CA EDD*Only industries relevant to Digital Media

Motion Picture and 
Sound Recording 

Industries
53%

Broadcasting (no internet)
5%

Performing Arts, Spectator Sports, 
and Related Industries

12%

Advertising, Public Relations, and 
Related Services*

5%

Other Professional and 
Technical Services*

7%

Distribution*
14%

Publishing (no internet)*
4%

Los Angeles County 2021

Source: CA EDD*Only industries relevant to Digital Media
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Current Landscape

Each industry grouping pays a living wage 
in Los Angeles county, with none paying 
less than $116,000 per year.

In May 2021, the average salary in Los 
Angeles county was about $66,000 per 
year.

Average Annual Pay in Entertainment and Digital Media Industries

$220,002

$174,915

$167,908

$146,831

$133,224

$122,889

$116,753

$158,756

Performing Arts, Spectator
Sports, and Related Industries

Distribution*

Broadcasting (no internet)

Publishing (no internet)*

Motion Picture and Sound
Recording Industries

Advertising, Public Relations, and
Related Services*

Other Professional and Technical
Services*

Total Avg

Los Angeles County 2021

Source: CA EDD*Only industries relevant to Digital Media
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Current Landscape

Over the last 10 years, real wages grew at 
varying rates across the industry groupings.

The largest increase occurred in digital 
media Distribution industries, with 59 percent 
growth since 2011. 

Overall, real wages in the Entertainment and 
Digital Media industries grew 32 percent.

Real Wage Growth in Entertainment and Digital Media Industries

59%

38%

35%

24%

19%

11%

1%

32%

Distribution*

Other Professional and Technical
Services*

Broadcasting (no internet)

Publishing (no internet)*

Performing Arts, Spectator Sports, and
Related Industries

Motion Picture and Sound Recording
Industries

Advertising, Public Relations, and
Related Services*

Total Avg Growth

Los Angeles County 2011 - 2021

Source: CA EDD*Only industries relevant to Digital Media
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Looking Forward

From 2021 to 2028, employment is expected to grow 25% percent, forecasting over 7,000 new jobs per 
year in Entertainment and Digital Media industries.

232,508
260,345 268,580 275,184 280,646 285,242 287,529 291,289

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028

Forecasted Entertainment and Digital Media Employment
Los Angeles County, 2021 - 2028

Source: Lightcast
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Looking Forward

Entertainment and Digital Media is 
anticipated to grow the most in Performing 
Arts, Spectator Sports, and related 
industries (43 percent), and Motion Picture 
and Sound Recording industries (30 
percent). 

Industries anticipated to grow the least are 
those operating mostly outside digital 
mediums. 

43%

30%

17%

15%

14%

5%

-2%

25%

Performing Arts, Spectator Sports, and Related
Industries

Motion Picture and Sound Recording Industries

Advertising, Public Relations, and Related Services*

Distribution*

Other Professional and Technical Services*

Publishing (no internet)*

Broadcasting (no internet)

Total Avg Growth

Forecasted Employment Growth in
Entertainment and Digital Media Industries

Los Angeles County, 2021 - 2028

Source: Lightcast*Only industries relevant to Digital Media
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Employer Job Postings

Job postings peaked in 2021, with nearly 37,000 job postings compared to about 10,000 in 2011. Motion 
Picture and Sound Recording industries represent the largest industry grouping over this 10-year period, with 
28 percent of total posts.

9,756
12,715 13,683

15,493
17,079 16,437 17,079

26,478

32,275

24,085

36,865

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Total Entertainment and Digital Media Job Postings
Los Angeles County, 2011 - 2021

Source: Lightcast

Motion Picture and 
Sound Recording 

Industries
28%

Broadcasting (no 
internet)

14%

Performing Arts, 
Spectator Sports, and 

Related Industries
7.3%Advertising, Public 

Relations, and 
Related Services*

6.4%

Other Professional and 
Technical Services*

15%

Distribution*
19%

Publishing (no internet)*
10%

Distribution of Entertainment and Digital Media Job Postings 
Los Angeles County, 2011 - 2021

Source: Lightcast*Only industries relevant to Digital Media
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Employer Job Postings
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Motion Picture and Sound Recording Industries

Broadcasting (no internet)

Performing Arts, Spectator Sports, and Related Industries

Advertising, Public Relations, and Related Services*

Other Professional and Technical Services*

Distribution*

Publishing (no internet)*

Entertainment and Digital Media Job Postings by Industry
Los Angeles County, 2011 - 2021

Source: Lightcast*Only industries relevant to Digital Media

Over the last 5 years, Distribution industries and Professional and Technical Service industries related to 
digital media began posting for more positions at higher rates than other industries.
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Employer Job Postings

Rice Gorton 
Pictures

Riot Games

CBS 
Corporation

Disney

NBC

Major 
Entertainment 

and Digital 
Media 

Employers in 
Los Angeles 
County, 2022

Activision 
Blizzard
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Industry Demographics

Entertainment and Digital Media industries are marginally younger than most other industries in Los Angeles 
county, with about 1.3 percent more workers younger than 54.

30.9%

29.9%

23.2%

23.1%

20.1%

19.9%

25.8%

27.0%

Entertainment and
Digital Media

Total, All Industries

<24 25-39 40-54 54+

Age Distribution of Entertainment and Digital Media Workers
Los Angeles County 2021

Source: PUMS
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Industry Demographics

Entertainment and Digital Media jobs are slightly more attainable than those in most other industries in Los 
Angeles county with 64.8 percent of workers having some college, an Associate’s degree or less, about 2 
percent more than other industries in the county.

18.0%

17.2%

18.4%

18.6%

28.4%

27.2%

22.9%

23.7%

12.3%

13.2%

Entertainment and
Digital Media

Total, All Industries

Less than HS HS Some College/AA Bachelor's Graduate Degree

Educational Attainment Distribution of Entertainment and Digital Media Workers
Los Angeles County 2021

Source: PUMS
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Industry Demographics

Entertainment and Digital Media industries share a similar racial/ethnic distribution to most other industries 
in Los Angeles county, with about 1 percent more persons of color employed.

48.7%

49.1%

25.5%

24.6%

7.7%

7.4%

14.6%

14.6%

Entertainment and
Digital Media

Total, All Industries

Hispanic/Latino White Black Asian

Racial/Ethnic Distribution of Entertainment and Digital Media Workers
Los Angeles County 2021

Source: PUMS
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Industry Demographics

Entertainment and Digital Media industries have near perfect gender parity, with an identical distribution 
to most other industries in Los Angeles county.

49.5%

49.5%

50.5%

50.5%

Entertainment and Digital
Media

Total, All Industries

Male Female

Gender Distribution of Entertainment and Digital Media Workers
Los Angeles County 2021

Source: PUMS
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Source: PUMS

Occupational Profiles

Female workers, Hispanic workers, and Black workers are underrepresented in the selected occupations. 
These occupations are accessible to those with some college experience or higher, with younger people also 
able to find employment.

Metric Graphic Designers
Television, Video, and 

Film Camera Operators 
and Editors 

Photographers

Sex Male 54% 77% 65%
Female 46% 23% 35%

Education

Less than HS 1% 1% 2%
High School 4% 6% 10%

Some College/Associates 28% 25% 33%

Bachelor's 58% 54% 45%
Graduate School 9% 13% 11%

Age

<25 6% 9% 9%
25-39 52% 47% 46%
40-54 29% 31% 27%
>54 13% 14% 18%

Race

Hispanic 22% 16% 22%
White 44% 68% 59%
Asian 25% 8% 11%
Black 5% 5% 4%
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Key Takeaways

• Real wages have grown 32% since 2011

• All industries pay a living wage in Los Angeles county, with the lowest annual pay still 

being $16,000 more than the average annual salary in the county.

• Employment is expected to grow 25% on average across all Entertainment and Digital 

Media industries through 2028

• Industries with stronger digital ties are growing more than those operating outside 

digital spaces.
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Diego Saavedra
diego.saavedra@laedc.org
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Larry Holt
Vice President of Economic 
& Workforce Development

LAEDC
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Luke Meyer
Director

LA Center of Excellence for 
Labor Market Research

hosted at Mt. San Antonio College
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Community College Talent Supply 

• Production Equipment Technicians
• Technology & equipment using TV, film, video & photography

• Digital Art and Design
• Combines electronic technology with fine arts & communication

• Set Design and Makeup/Costume
• Communicate moods and ideas through set design, makeup & costuming

16 community 
colleges offer 
digital media 

and 
entertainment 

programs in three 
in-demand areas:
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Source: California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office LaunchBoard

ICT-DM Student Completions

The number of completions for Information & Communication Technologies-Digital Media (ICT-DM) students at LA 
community colleges has steadily increased since 2013-14, growing to 1,745 student completions in the 2020-21 
academic year.

816 
1,013 980 1,030 

1,143 1,189 
1,312 

1,514 

1,761 1,745 

2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21

LA ICT-DM Students who Earned a Degree or Certificate
2011-12 to 2020-21
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ICT-DM Student Enrollments

215

376

786

999

1,186

1,691

1,791

1,949

2,755

3,127

3,140

3,194

3,407

3,821

3,919

5,465

5,728

6,175

8,411

Compton

LA Southwest

LA Harbor

LA Mission

LA Trade-Tech

Citrus

Rio Hondo

West LA

El Camino

LA Valley

Cerritos

LA City

LA Pierce

East LA

Glendale

Long Beach

Pasadena

Mt. San Antonio

Santa Monica

LA ICT-DM Student Enrollments by College, 2020-21

Source: California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office LaunchBoard

DIGITAL MEDIA & ENTERTAINMENT
REGIONAL PROGRAM ADVISORY



ICT-DM Student Demographics

Just over half of 
ICT-DM students at the 
LA community colleges 
are male, nearly half 
identify as Hispanic, 
and more than half 
are 24-years-old or 

younger.

Female
46%

Male
52%

Unknown/Non-
Respondent

2%

Gender

Asian
12%

Black or 
African 

American
7%

Filipino
3%

Hispanic
49%

Two or More 
Races
4%

Unknown/Non-
Respondent

5%

White
20%

Race/Ethnicity

22%

33%

17%

10%
6% 7% 7%

19 or Less 20 to 24 25 to 29 30 to 34 35 to 39 40 to 49 50 and Older

Age

Source: California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office LaunchBoard
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Source: California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office MIS Data Mart

DME Programs At-a-Glance

TOP6 - Program Title 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22
Latest 3 
Yr Avg

0604.20 – Television (including combined TV/Film/Video) 261 306 334 300
0612.20 – Film Production 167 160 247 191
0614.40 – Animation 134 155 198 162
1303.10 – Fashion Design 152 102 103 119
1012.00 – Applied Photography 134 65 102 100
1006.00 – Technical Theater 59 31 64 51
0604.20 – Radio and Television 48 30 24 34
0614.00 – Digital Media 18 27 52 32
0614.10 – Multimedia 26 32 32 30
1303.00 – Fashion 23 24 33 27
0614.60 – Computer Graphics and Digital Imagery 13 29 9 17
1303.30 – Fashion Production 3 1 4 3
Total 1,038 962 1,202 1,067
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ICT-DM Employment Outcomes

52%

62% 62%
58%

63% 62%
65%

2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19

LA ICT-DM Students with a Job Closely Related to Their Field of Study

Source: California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office LaunchBoard
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ICT-DM Employment Outcomes

$27,084 

$28,476 
$28,994 

$31,065 

$31,492 

2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20

Median Annual Earnings for Exiting LA ICT-DM Students

Source: California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office LaunchBoard
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Student Employment Outcomes

18% 17%

23%

30%

25%

23% 23%

21% 21%

2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20

Median Change in Earnings for Exiting LA ICT-DM Students 

Source: California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office LaunchBoard
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Student Employment Outcomes

33%
34%

35%

38%

39%

2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20

Exiting ICT-DM Students Who Attained the Living Wage

Source: California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office LaunchBoard
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Target DME Occupations

Source: Lightcast, datarun 2023.1

Occupation
2021 
Jobs

2026 
Jobs

2021 - 2026 
% Change

Avg. Annual 
Openings

Entry-Level 
Hourly Earnings
(25th Percentile)

Median 
Hourly 

Earnings

Experienced 
Hourly Earnings
(75th Percentile)

Graphic Designers 21,158 22,393 6% 2,217 $18.30 $27.79 $40.32
Film and Video Editors 13,244 15,979 21% 1,989 $21.53 $30.29 $50.36
Photographers 11,003 12,655 15% 1,374 $14.77 $24.82 $43.08
Special Effects Artists and Animators 7,148 8,329 17% 1,059 $20.30 $34.14 $47.50
Audio and Video Technicians 6,279 7,684 22% 961 $21.31 $28.48 $40.93
Camera Operators, TV, Video & Film 6,129 7,240 18% 887 $20.91 $23.99 $39.22
Sound Engineering Technicians 4,507 5,209 16% 607 $26.86 $30.85 $45.27
Fashion Designers 4,318 4,380 1% 472 $26.19 $35.91 $48.35
Set and Exhibit Designers 3,346 3,397 2% 363 $13.09 $24.38 $38.62
Broadcast Technicians 3,222 3,348 4% 343 $14.66 $14.75 $30.99
Makeup Artists, Theatrical & Perform. 1,084 1,208 11% 195 $45.85 $78.89 $80.86
Lighting Technicians 862 1,015 18% 121 $19.16 $28.01 $32.00
Costume Attendants 753 865 15% 244 $18.33 $33.24 $38.10

Total 83,053 93,703 13% 10,831 - - -
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Source: Lightcast Job Postings, datarun 2023.1

Employer Job Postings

29

44

61

206

427

493

530

596

631

844

975

1,088

3,216

Costume Attendants

Lighting Technicians

Set and Exhibit Designers

Makeup Artists, Theatrical and Performance

Sound Engineering Technicians

Film and Video Editors

Broadcast Technicians

Fashion Designers

Camera Operators, Television, Video, and Film

Audio and Video Technicians

Special Effects Artists and Animators

Photographers

Graphic Designers

Number of Job Postings by Occupation

9,140 online job 
postings

March 2022 – Feb 2023
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Source: Lightcast Job Postings, datarun 2023.1

Employer Job Postings

*Staffing/Employment agency

Job Title Job Ads Employer Job Ads
Graphic Designers 1,329 Disney 164
Video Editors 383 NBC 120
Audiovisual Technicians 334 Encore Global 77
Photographers 308 24 Seven* 55
Videographers 218 Robert Half* 53
Visual Designers 148 Electronic Arts 52
Fashion Designers 140 CBS Corporation 45
Motion Graphics Designers 125 Onward Search* 45
Makeup Artists 121 Aquent* 43
VFX Artists 99 Creative Circle* 42
Animators 81 Live Nation 38
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Employer Job Postings

Source: Lightcast Job Postings, datarun 2023.1

$52,608
$54,912

$54,144

$52,096
$50,048

$50,560

$52,096

$57,216

$54,912

$62,336

$62,336

$62,336

Mar 2022 Apr 2022 May 2022 Jun 2022 Jul 2022 Aug 2022 Sep 2022 Oct 2022 Nov 2022 Dec 2022 Jan 2023 Feb 2023

Advertised Wage Trend Over Last 12 Months

5,249

463 369 287 248 222 183 181 172 159

Los Angeles Burbank Santa Monica Culver City Glendale El Segundo Pasadena Torrance Beverly Hills Long Beach

Top Job Postings by City
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CONTACT INFORMATION

LUKE MEYER
(909) 274 -6106

lmeyer7@mtsac.edu
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ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION
• Mute yourself throughout discussion

• Submit questions through the chat box

• 15-20 minutes of discussion per topic

• Discussion will be followed by Q&A
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FEEDBACK POLL
AND NEXT STEPS

DIGITAL MEDIA & ENTERTAINMENT
REGIONAL PROGRAM ADVISORY



THANK YOU!
For more information contact: 
Jose Pelayo: jose.pelayo@laedc.org 

Mariana Hernandez : mariana.hernandez@laedc.org

WWW.COMPETITIVEWORKFORCE.LA
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