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Key Findings

Middle Skill Opportunities
• Nearly 60 percent of job openings in the 

port-related industries in the LA Basin are 
expected to be in middle-skill occupations.

Tempered Growth
• While the sector will not be growing as fast 

as it had been pre-pandemic, new jobs will 
continue to be added and a high level of 
replacement jobs will still  create many 
opportunities within these industries.Air Transportation’s Strength

• The air transportation sector has become 
much larger in the LA Basin over the past 
decade, and this growth is expected to 
continue.



The Port-Related Industries Defined
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The Port-Related Industries Defined

Total estimated economic impact of 
193,000 jobs (direct, indirect and induced) 
in Los Angeles and Long Beach.

Combined container volume of the San 
Pedro Bay Ports in 2019 ranked 10th in the 
world, with nearly $370 billion in cargo 
value.



Employment Distribution of the Port-Related Industries in LA 
Basin
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Industry Workforce
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Port-Related Workers:

 50.8% of the workforce is over 
the age of 45.

 30.7% had a community college 
level education.

 36.8% are Hispanic/Latino

 Of all occupations in the port-
related industries, 58% are 
classified as middle-skill.



Industry Growth in the LA Basin
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 Air Transportation and Support 
Activities for Transportation 
added over 17,000 jobs between 
2009 and 2019.

 Overall, these three port-related 
industries gained over 35,000 
new workers across this ten-year 
period.



High Industry Wages

Port-Related Industries in the LA 
Basin:

 The annual average wage was 
$84,575 in 2019.

 Workers in the port-related 
industries earn more, on average, 
than workers across all industries.

 Real wages have grown by 23% 
over the last decade.

Air Transportation:
$107,303

Water Transportation:
$72,045 

Support Activities for 
Transportation:

$73,170

Total, All Industries:
$66,063

Average Industry Wages, 2019



Technology could become an 
important competitive advantage in 
the port-related industries, which 
could have an impact on the port-
related workforce.

Sustainability will be key, as 
environmental pressures become 
more pressing for the sector’s 
major employers.

The aging workforce could provide 
many new opportunities for entrants 
into these industries.
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The Impact of COVID-19

Disruption of supply chains and 
lowered trade volumes.

Trends of protectionism and 
nearshoring in the future are 
possible.



Industry Forecast 2019-2024

 The port-related industries are 
projected to add over 12,000 new 
jobs between 2019 and 2024.

 Due to the high rate of 
replacements in these industries, 
an estimated 64,230 job openings 
will be available in the port-
related transportation industries 
in the Los Angeles Basin between 
2019 and 2024.
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Where will the jobs be?

Flight Attendants:
1,900 New Jobs

Cargo and Freight Agents:
1,380 New Jobs

Airline Pilots, Copilots and Flight 
Engineers:
1,220  New Jobs

Ticket Agents and Travel Clerks:
1,000 New Jobs

Aircraft Mechanics and Service 
Technicians:
940 New Jobs

Top Port-Related Jobs by Employment Growth through 2024

Below Middle-Skill, 
12.0%

Middle-Skill, 
59.0%

Above Middle-Skill, 
29.1%

Skills Classification for Job Openings in the LA 
Basin’s Port-Related Industries



Highlighted 
Occupations 

for Community 
College 

Graduates

Vulnerable Entry-Level Port-Related 
Occupations

Shipping, Receiving & Traffic Clerks

Crane and Tower Operators

Laborers and Freight, Stock and Material 
Movers, Hand

Middle-Skill Opportunities for Upskilling Electricians

Industrial Machinery Mechanics

Middle-Skill Airport Transportation 
Occupations Avionics Technicians

Aircraft Mechanics and Service Technicians

Middle-Skill Occupations Across Both 
Modes of Transportation Cargo and Freight Agents

Transportation Inspectors

Pathway Occupations Across Both Modes 
of Transportation

Transportation, Distribution and Storage 
Managers

Logisticians



Growth in Highlighted Occupations Through 2024
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Top Skills for New Hires in Port-Related Industries

Customer Service & 
Sales

Logistics & Supply Chain 
Knowledge

Project Management, 
Scheduling & Budgeting Information Systems
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International Business and Trade (21) 371

Logistics and Materials Transportation (44) 208

Electrical (45) 207

Piloting (62) 136

Industrial Systems Technology and Maintenance (67) 119

Aviation Airframe Mechanics (74) 106

Aviation Powerplant Mechanics (78) 97

Manufacturing and Industrial Technology (83) 84

Flight Attendant (98) 60

Aeronautical and Aviation Technology (103) 54

Aviation and Airport Management (116) 44

Air Traffic Control (128) 30

Heavy Equipment Operation (141) 28

Travel Services and Tourism (144) 26

Aviation and Airport Management and Services (172) 13

Total 1,583

• 225 total CTE Programs in LA Basin
• These 20 account for 9% of all CTE 

programs

• 44,745 Average Annual Awards
• These 1,583 account for 4% of all 

CTE awards

• With supply gaps for nearly all selected 
occupations, all listed programs can 
expand without fear of oversaturating 
labor market 

Source: CCCCO Management 
Information Systems (MIS) Data Mart

Community College Awards
2017-18, 2018-19 & 2019-20 data
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THANK YOU!
To learn more and get involved, email 

claire.anderson@laedc.org
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